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Love, on the contrary, is the chief subject of Racine's mas-
ter-pieces, and gives them an interest which is of all ages and
all nations.
Though a religious feeling is indispensable for the just ap-
preciation, of " Polyeucte," others are equally excited. Nei-
ther the interests of religion nor the fate of empires are here
at stake; the theme, based on the devotion of an enthusiastic
man, the struggles in the heart of a woman divided between
love and pity, and the respectful passion of a lover who vainly
endeavors to save his rival, reach the heart of every spectator.
" Polyeucte" was revived on the 15th of May- This fine
tragedy had not been on the stage for twenty-two years, and
even before the death of Talma it had been thought impossi-
ble to act it at the Theatre Fran<jais, so difficult is the part of
its heroine, in whom are personified in all their purity the no-
blest passions of the human heart: love, duty, faith, and en-
thusiasm. "While the various feelings and passions are indi-
cated and distinguished by subtle and delicate shades, its sen-
timents are within the strict limits of good sense. Heroism
itself, based on stern reason, is here calm, deliberate, and sub-
dued; there are no sudden transports, no fiery impulses, no
bursts of passion, no ironical taunts; in this high soul pride
itself has no place. But, because the character is not violent,
it by no means follows that it is tame, and when Mademoiselle
Uachel first acted the part she showed no comprehension of
the nice distinctions that constitute its chief charm. The role
of Pauline combines two apparently discordant elements ; the
heroine is, in fact, half pagan and half Christian. She belongs
at once to the gods of the Capitol and to the God of the
Christians. 'The part of this sainted young heathen demands
an innocent, chaste, and pure young soul; infinite ease, grace,
and repose of manner. Th'e noble young maiden, whose heart
is so free from guile that she has no motive for concealment,
utters unhesitatingly every thought, steps with the unswerv-
ing boldness of innocence, is frank, loyal, and free even with
JSevwe, though she reciprocates his love, and meets him after a
year's absence as though they had been parted but a few
hours; In her delineation Mademoiselle Rachel erred sadly.
She spoke the part with her usual clear, correct, impressive

